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Introductory Chapter.

of original information about Scottish affairs were
obviously extremely meagre, the contemporary
works which are really valuable appear to me to
be these :—*The Chronicles of Scotland,’ by Robert
Lindsay of Pitscottie; ‘ History of the Refor-
mation in Scotland,’ by John Knox (Laing's
edition, 1846); ‘Rerum Scoticarum Historia,’
by George Buchanan ; ¢ The Complaynt of Scot-
land ;’! ¢ Memoirs of Sir James Melvil of Halhill’
(London, 1683); ‘ Journal of the Transactions
in Scotland, 1570-73,’ by Richard Bannatyne
(Edinburgh, 1806); ‘The Autobiography and
Diary of James Melvill’ (Edinburgh, 1842);
¢ Historical Memoirs,” by Lord Herries (Abbots-
ford Club, 1834); ‘The Historie and Life o
King James the Sext, 1566-1596’ (Bannatyne
Club, 1825); ¢ A Diurnal of Remarkable Occur-
rents’ (Maitland Club, 1833); * The Diarey of
Robert Birrel ” (‘ Fragments of Scottish History,’

1 An admirable analysis of
The Complaynt of Scotland
is given by the late Dr Ross, in
his very suggestive volume on
Scottish History and Literature
(1884), pp. 247-292. The au-
thor is unknown ; all that can
be affirmed about him is that he
was one of those representatives

of the reforming Catholicism
who stood by Marie of Lorraine
while she pursued a moderate
and pacific policy,—an advocate
of the French alliance, and a
native of the Border counties.
—See Dr Murray’s edition of
The Complaynt (1872).
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Crawfurd’s Collections from the Cotton Library
in the Lawyers’ Library at Edinburgh;” and he
prints in the article entitled “ William Mait-
land ” three letters by the Secretary, taken from
the Crawfurd transcripts. Bishop Keith, whose
history appeared in 1734, refers to the same
collection,—~* The Faculty of Advocates have in
their fine library at Edinburgh a tolerably good
collection of papers transcribed from the Cotton
Library in England;” and he goes on to say that
hie proposes to place in the same library the copies
of letters written in the French language which
ho had obtained from the Scottish College at
Puris. (It does not appear that the intention
wus carried out; the obliging keeper of the
Advocates’ Library assures me that, so far as he
in awaro, the papers to which the Bishop alludes
have not been preserved.) Principal Robert-
son's ‘llistory of Scotland’ was published in
1759, and in the preface to the first edition he
refors to the Crawfurd Collection (*“the library
of the Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh con-
tains not only a large collection of original
papers relating to Scotland, but copies of others
no less curious, which have been preserved by
Sir Robert Cotton, or are extant in the public
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any light upon the most interesting events of
the sixteenth century in Scotland, has now been
made fairly accessible to the historical student.
One or two may have been overlooked; the
treasures of the Vatican have not yet been
exhausted ;* but, speaking generally, little re-
mains to be done. The destruction of the
muniments of the Scottish Colleges in France
during the Revolution was a real calamity; it
was in the Scottish Colleges at Douay and Paris
that the letters and reports of Mary Stuart’s
envoys were stored; and it was from their
archives that any complete explanation of the
Darnley and Bothwell episodes might have been
looked for. But the Colleges were sacked during
the Revolution, and the libraries dispersed,—
“ the most valuable MSS.” we are told, “ being
sold by the quintal or burnt.”* The Vandals of
the Revolution cared for none of these things;
and it is highly improbable that any of the
valuable manuscripts which were “sold by the
quintal ” are now in existence.

1 See the Narratives of | (1885).
Scottish Catholics under Mary 2 Lord Herries's Memoirs.
Stuart and James VL, edited | Preface, p. xxv (Abbotsford
by William Forbes Leslie, 8.J. | Club, 1836).
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of general application ; but it applies with special
force for various reasons to the writers of the
sixteenth century. Society was divided into
two hostile camps; and those in the one re-
garded those in the other with a peculiar energy
of dislike. In intestine strife the usages and
courtesies of war are too often neglected ; when
civil dissensions are intensified by theological
animosities, the conflict attains the maximum
of bitterness. There is barely one of the writers
I have named on whose unverified testimony it
is safe to rely. Lindsay of Pitscottie is re-
garded by many (to some extent unjustly, I
think) as the most credulous and unveracious
of Scottish annalists; but Knox, for one, was as
credulous as Pitscottie. The Reformer’s vigorous
understanding was clouded by superstition, and
warped by prejudice; and the dramatic force
and intense vitality of his narrative must not
blind us to the fact that he was a man of vio-
lent and unreasoning antipathies, who listened
greedily to idle rumour and the gossip of the
market-place.

The evidence of the writers of either faction
must therefore be subjected to the closest
scrutiny, and accepted with the utmost reserve.
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the Forth when Mary landed at Leith, and to
which Edinburgh from its position is peculiarly
exposed, was the expression of divine displeasure
at her return. “The very face of heaven, the
time of her arrival, did manifestly speak what
comfort was brought unto this country with her
—to wit, sorrow, dolour, darkness, and all im-
piety; for in the memory of man, that day of
the year, was never seen a more dolorous face
of the heaven, than was at her arrival. The sun
was not seen to shine two days before, nor two
days after. That forewarning gave God unto us;
but, alas ! the most part were blind.” (Turning
to Brantome, we find that the frivolous French-
man saw nothing but a dense fog— grand
broiitllard). Again (to take-another instance),
Knox asserts, or at least insinuates, that Marie
of Lorraine was the mistress of Cardinal Beaton,
and that her daughter was the mistress of
Chastelard; and modern historians have not been
averse to adopt these cruel calumnies on his
unsupported testimony. But the slightest ex-
amination shows that the Reformer was not in
a position in either case to speak with authority;
that he could have had no direct or personal
knowledge; and that he merely repeated the
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to regard them with acute suspicion. They are
nearly, if not altogether, as valueless to the
cautious historian as the confessions of midnight
irregularities extorted by similar means from the
witches. He dismisses without hesitation the hal-
lucinations of the wretched creatures who figure
so largely in the records of the criminal and spir-
itual Courts of the Reformation ; but he has to
deal (and these, of course, require more delicate
handling) with moral as well as physical improb-
abilities. A story is related upon what appears to
be unimpeachable authority which is morally as
incredible as a moonlight ride on a broomstick.
Yet here again, neither timidly accepting nor
rashly rejecting the evidence produced, he must
allow his own judgment, his own sense of the fit-
ness of things and the unities of character, free
play. Hume has demonstrated with irrefutable
logic that it is always more probable that the
reporter was mistaken or misinformed than that
a miracle was worked ; and a moral miracle must
be nearly as incapable of proof as a physical.
To both we may apply the Roman proverb,—71
would not believe it were it told me by Cato.!

1 “«When any one tells me | that he saw a dead man re-
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Galloway.! Gordon, who was a stanch sup-
porter of Mary, having been indeed on more
than one occasion her Commissioner to the Eng-
lish Court, is reported to have said,—‘ And,
further, all sinners ought to be prayed for; gif
we should not pray for sinners, for whom should
we pray, seeing that God came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance. Saint
David was a sinner, and so was she; Saint
David was an adulterer, and so is she; Saint
David committed murder in slaying Urias for his
wife, and so did she; but what is this to the
. matter; the more wicked that she be, her sub-
jects should pray for her to bring her to the
spirit of repentance.”? This report of the Bish-
op’s discourse has been used to show that even
her own partisans admitted that Mary was guilty
of the crimes with which she was charged. But
to impartial critics it seemed so incredible that
one of the Queen’s own party should have pub-
licly accused his sovereign of murder and adul-
tery, that they preferred to hold that the pre-

1 It appears, however, that | tions in Scotland, by Richard
the sermon could not have been | Bannatyne, Edinburgh, 1806 :
delivered on that day. p. 181.

3 Journal of the Transac-
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The well-known historian of Scotland was the
indefatigable servant of Mary. He was for
years her constant adviser; after he was sepa-
rated from her, he went from Court to Court,
proclaiming her innocence and denouncing her
wrongs. Yet, in a letter from Thomas Wilson
to Lord Burleigh (November 8, 1571), Leslie is
represented as bringing the most grotesque and
monstrous charges against the mistress whom he
served with loyal fidelity to the end,—charges
far more sweeping, indeed, than the Confederate
Lords had ventured to offer. ‘“ He saith, further,
that the Queen is not fit for any husband. For,
first, she poisoned her husband, the French
King ; again, she hath consented to the murder
of her late husband, Lord Darnley ; thirdly, she
matched with the murderer, and brought him to
the field to be murdered; and, last of all, she
pretended marriage with the Duke, with whom
(as he thinketh) she would not long have kept
faith, and the Duke should not have had the
best days with her.”! It appears to me that this
narrative is intrinsically incredible. I do not
undertake to offer any explanation ; but —and

1 Calendar of Hatfield Manuscripts, p. 564.
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my provisional sketch may be accepted for what
it is worth.

Among writings not contemporary, which are
more or less instructive for this period, the fol-
lowing may be noted :—Mackenzie's  Lives of
Scottish Writers;’! Bishop Keith’s ¢ Affairs of
Church and State in Scotland’ (Spottiswoode
Society, 1844-45); Robertson’s ¢ History of Scot-
land ; Douglas’s ‘ Peerage of Scotland’ (2 vols.,
1813); Scott’s ¢ Minstrelsy of the Scottish
Border;’ Chalmers’s ‘Life of Queen Mary;’
Riddell’s ‘Peerage and Consistorial Law;’ Nichol’s
‘ History of the Scottish Poor Law;’ M‘Crie’s
‘Life of John Knox;’ ¢Historical Account of
the Senators of the College of Justice ;’ Robert
Chambers’s writings on Scottish Antiquities;
Hallam’s ¢ Constitutional History of England;’
Skene’s ¢ Celtic Scotland ;2 Froude’s ¢ History of

! Dr Mackenzie was a care-
less, credulous, and uncritical
writer ; but, born in 1669, he
belonged to an age when au-
thentic traditions of the pre-
vious century were still current,
and some of these he, and he
alone, has recorded.

2 The extraordinary accuracy
and keen critical acumen of Dr
Skene’s Celtic Scotland can-

not be lauded too highly ; and
though it deals mainly with
the Scot before his institutions
had been feudalised, it forms
the groundwork on which all
later history must be based. It
is altogether a monument of
solid and enduring work which
has barely been appreciated as
yet—except by a few laborious
scholars,
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not unfrequently to substitute a modern for an
obsolete word ; and, as a rule, I do not adhere to
the spelling. I have made one exception only—
certain of Lethington’s letters, printed now for
the first time, are given exactly as they were
written.! The purist of a Text Society may pro-
perly enough resent any tampering with an
original text; but the business of a writer of
history is to make himself intelligible to his
contemporaries, and it is a mistake to use
language (except perhaps when specially char-
acteristic and graphic—as John Knox’s often is)
which has become obsolete, and which, without
a glossary, cannot be understood by a fairly
intelligent reader of modern English.

A history written during the evenings of busy
days, devoted to other work, is produced under
obvious disadvantages. Yet it may possibly be
argued on the other hand that

“The sense that handles daily life,
That keeps us all in order more or less,”

and that is as valuable to the man of letters as

1 The letters referred to will | ence. About two hundred of
be found in the second volume, | Maitland’s letters are in exist-
in the chapter devoted to the | ence.
Maitland - Sussex correspond-
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- to the man of action, is braced and invigorated
by the habitual intercourse with all sorts and
conditions of men which the secluded scholar
does not enjoy.

I cannot expect that the conclusions which I
have ventured to formulate in this book will be
accepted by the zealots on either side. The
Calvinistic or Puritan view of the Scottish
Reformation has had brilliant apologists; so
has the Catholic; but the policy, moderately
conservative, rationally progressive, of the party
that Maitland led, has been treated with con-
sistent unfairness. Yet Maitland, according to
the view I hold, was in complete intellectual

| accord with the prudent compromise which
Elizabeth and Cecil, which the English Church
"and the English Commonwealth, represent.
Somewhat behind the iconoclastic Radicalism,
somewhat in advance of the reforming Catho-
licism, he followed in politics and religion the
via media. The moral and material prosperity
of Scotland is traced by many eloquent writers
to the revolutionary movement of which Knox
was the soul. It may be reasonably doubted
how far this view is consistent with a sound
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The famous minister of Queen Elizabeth was,
during many anxious years, the constant corres-
pondent of William Maitland ; long after Mait-
land’s tragic end, Lord Burleigh, as we know,
looked back with pathetic regret to the interrup-
tion of “the old familiar friendship and strict
amity ” :—Were the pretty frivolities of the Age
of Dedications still in vogue, a record of the life
and times of “Lethington” would have been
most fitly inscribed to the illustrious minister
of Queen Victoria, who maintains undimmed the
civic renown of the Cecils, and who values, as
Maitland valued, sobriety in religion and sanity
in polities.

J. 8.

Tux HERMITAGE oF BraID,
15th Oct. 1886,
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FROM MAITLAND'S BIRTH TO
MARY STUART'S RETURN









2 Lethington and the Lammermuar.

try of the Maitlands. They owned the lands
that lie between the upper waters of the Leader
and the Tyne,—their old keep of Thirlstane
being built upon an affluent of the Leader—
the more modern Tower of Lethington rising
from a conspicuous plateau on the Tyne near
Haddington. Some fifteen or twenty miles of
a rough moorland track lead from the vale of
the Leader to the vale of the Tyne. It is a
country with a character of its own; and the
pedestrian who traverses these bare high-lying
valleys, while the mists of an autumnal morning
are driving round the Lammerlaw, will not read-
ily forget the impression they make. Even now
it is a place where the characteristics of the
solitary sheep-walks of the Border dales are
appreciated with exceptional vividness. There
is nothing Alpine about the scenery,—it would
be absurd to associate the mountain glory and
the mountain gloom with these unromantic up-
lands. The rocks which dip into the sea at
Fast Castle and St Abb’s Head are very grand ;
but of course, regarded simply as scenery, they
have nothing in common with the inland range
to which they truly belong. Yet the pastoral
solitude of the region is not unimpressive.
From Tollishill to Yester—ten miles as the crow
flies—there is not a shepherd’s hut. The tramp
who misses the track in winter or early spring




































14 Lethington and the Lammermuir.

young Maitland abroad, the face of the stern
old father—* Sic a gloom on ae browhead :"—
still haunted his memory. “For every drap
o’ Maitland blude, I'll gie a rig o’ land.” The
young Scottish soldier was nowise loath to ac-
cept the invitation; and when he had got the
representative of “ the auld enemy ” fairly under
foot, he gave him characteristically short shrift.

“ It’s ne’er be sid in Prance, nor e’er
In Scotland when I'm hame,

That Englishman lay under me
And eer gat up again.”

Between this Sir Richard, whose exploits were
“sung in many a far countrie, albeit in rural
rhyme,” and the Sir Richard of Mary Stuart’s
Court, the figures of the successive owners of
Thirlstane are somewhat dim and undistinguish-
ablee. A William de Mautlant of Thirlstane
joined the Bruce, and died about 1315. His
son, Sir Robert Maitland, who, on 17th October
1345, had a charter of the lands of Lethington,
fell next year at the battle of Durham. John,
the son of another William, married Lady Agnes
Dunbar, daughter of Patrick, Earl of March—
March was one of the greatest of the great
earldoms—and died about 1395. Then Robert
Maitland of Thirlstane was in 1424 one of the
hostages for James 1. William Maitland, the
father of the later Sir Richard, and the grand-
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here be pieced together. He was ninety years
old when he died in 1585 ; so that he must have
been born four or five years before the close of
the fifteenth century. He succeeded to the
family estates in 1513 ; and about 1521 married
Mariot Cranstoun, the daughter of the Laird of
Crosbie. They had seven children—three sons
and four daughters. Both Sir -Richard and
Lady Maitland attained extreme old age—the
wife dying on the day her husband was buried.
During his long life he held high office in the
State,—Keeper of the Privy Seal, Commissioner
to England, Senator of the College of Justice.
He was, according to the poet who wrote his
epitaph (Thomas Hudson, *the unremembered
name of him”), “ane worthy knight, baith
valiant, grave, and wise;” and the eulogy was
not undeserved. His ¢ steadfast truth and un-
corrupted faith” had never been impugned either
by friend or foe.! Enemies indeed he had none;

1 Knox indeed asserts in his | who were implicated; but,

reckless fashion that Maitland
was bribed to allow Cardinal
Beaton to escape from prison
in 1543. “But at length by
buddis given to the said Lord
Seaton and to the old Lord of
Lethingtoun, he was restored
to St Andrews, from whence he
wrought all mischief.” Sadler
and Arran must have known

though they talked the matter
over, Lethington’s name does
not occur. “Then he told me,”
—Sadler writes, reporting his
conversation with the Regent,
—then he told me—swearing
a great oath—that the Cardi-
nal's money had corrupted
Lord Seton.”
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the learned controversialists in Buchanan’s cele-
brated symposium—¢ De Jure Regni apud Scotos’
—must have been a remarkable man. He is the
reputed author of a jeu d'esprit printed in Cal-
derwood, which for its ironical force and grave
simplicity is not unworthy of Swift or Defoe.
It professes to report the speeches which were
delivered at an informal meeting by the leaders
of the extreme party in Church and State on the
proposal that Moray should accept the crown.
The peculiarities of each of the speakers—Knox,
Lindsay, John Wood, James Macgill, and the
rest—are hit off with entire fidelity; and the
grave tone of an impartial reporter is preserved
with whimsical decorum. The preachers were
very angry; they denounced the anonymous
author and his “ forgery,” as they called it, with
the utmost bitterness; and anxiously assured
their people that no such meeting had been held.
Irony is the flower (the flower—or weed?) of a
later season. The delicate incisiveness and subtle
reserve of a weapon that wounds with the stealthy
stroke of the stiletto were indifferently appre-
ciated at a time when heads were harder and
thicker than they are now, and when good down-
right abuse—a blow straight from the shoulder
such as Knox could deliver — was required to

impress an argument on the understanding. The
bubbles that float on the surface of a refined and
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John Maitland, the second son, was born in
1545, so that he was a mere lad when * Leth-
ington” was in the prime of life. He was a
fine scholar—some of his Latin epigrams are
still preserved; an eminent lawyer, who had
acquired wide repute as a jurist before he was
raised to the bench; and he was made a judge
at three-and-twenty. He lacked the supreme
gifts of his elder brother—the flash of genius,
the play of wit, the brilliant gaiety; but for
sheer force of character he was not a whit his
inferior. When he emerged from the long
eclipse that followed the fall of Mary’s faction
in Scotland, he rose with extraordinary rapidity
to the highest place in the State. He was the
favourite minister of James. The great nobles,
the old earls, regarded him with distrust; but,
confident in the support of the middle classes
and of the Kirk, he successfully defied their
hostility. The conflict with Bothwell, the con-
flict with Mar, were prolonged and obstinate ;
but, though he met with occasional misadven-
tures, his intrepidity, his political sagacity, his
indefatigable industry, made him indispensable
to the king, and when he died in his fiftieth
year he was still one of the foremost men, if
not the foremost man, in Scotland. He was
building the great house at Thirlstane when he
was suddenly seized with mortal illness; and
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florid verse. The monument has been carefully
preserved ; it is within a few yards of the simple
slab which marks the last resting-place of Jane
Welsh Carlyle.

On the later fortunes of the Maitlands, as
peers of Scotland, it is not here necessary to
enlarge. Only once in the years that suc-
ceeded did they rise again into distinct his-
torical and national importance. The portly
figure of Lauderdale—a grotesque and uncouth,
but terribly impressive figure—occupies a large
part of the canvas which the painters of the
next century devoted to its beauties and to its
wits. The apostate Covenanter became the boon
companion of Charles, and the contrast between
the austere discipline of the conventicle and the
gaieties of a voluptuous Court was no doubt
keenly relished. The coarse and sensual tastes
of the man were not perhaps inbred; the evil
grew upon him—as we can partly trace in the
portraits that remain; under happier stars, and
a better master, the most highly gifted Scotsman
of the time might have been worthily and pro-
fitably employed. But the infamy which, in
the judgment of his countrymen, attaches to
that sinister career, is not now likely to be
relieved by any touch of brightness which the
closest scrutiny (and five-and-twenty vol-
umes of unexplored Lauderdale manuscripts
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bright byplay in his letters, are characteristic of
a man of graceful and scholarly accomplishment.
He was not, perhaps, a profound or laborious
student ; but for a man of action, for a man of
the world, his store of poetry and philosophy
was by no means contemptible, and he could
use it on occasion with characteristic prompti-
tude and adroitness. The erudite Elizabeth
declared that Lethington was *the flower of
the wits of Scotland ;” in many a sharp debate,
in many a Biblical controversy, Knox found
himn no mean antagonist. Yet it is certain that
he was an even better judge of men than of
books. Than the young Scotsman, who in his
thirtieth year became a Minister of State, no
keener critic of the follies and foibles of the
world, of human nature in its strength and in
its weakness, was then living.
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the blue waters of the Forth and the low shores
of Fife. In the mid distance lies the rocky
island of Inchkeith; and with a field-glass the
masts of the merchant navy riding in the roads
of Leith (where Winter’s fleet lay during the
famous siege) may be singled out—one by one.
The level plain between us and the city—the
arena, as it were, of a spacious amphitheatre—
is surrounded on every side by eminences more
or less commanding, —the Castle Rock, the
Calton Hill, Arthur’s Seat, the heights of Black-
ford, Craiglockhart, and Corstorphine. Directly
behind us lies the deep glen of the Hermitage,
with its rich sweep of autumnal woods; while
still further to the south the graceful line of the
Pentlands rises sharply and picturesquely above
the pastoral hills of Braid.

It is not less than three miles from Blackford
to the Castle Hill; but the whole intervening
space has now been built over,—much of it
within the memory of middle-aged men. The
squalid and densely populated *closes” that
surround the Grassmarket and the Greyfriars
are succeeded by stately crescents and spacious
squares, and these again by the sumptuous villas
of the lawyers and merchants of the prosperous
capital of the north.

The Edinburgh that Lethington knew as a lad
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another on the “causey.” They met in the
great cathedral at the solemn functions of the
Church ; they bartered and trafficked in the road-
way ; the women sat and gossiped on the outside
stairs of the houses, or along the open galleries ;
no criminal was taken to the Tolbooth or hanged
at the Cross, no troop of retainers wearing the
livery of Douglas or Hamilton entered the gates,
no sermon was preached in St Giles’ or speech
made to the Parliament, without the whole com-
munity being forthwith apprised of what had
taken place. The ‘“rascal multitude” of the
capital was alternately abused by courtly Church-
man and uncourtly Reformer; and the impul-
siveness which led them to side now with the
one faction and now with the other, was no doubt
due to the feverish conditions of the life they
led. Brought daily together into intimate con-
tact, each craftsman was known by headmark to
every other. All public acts, all political and
municipal duties, were transacted under a fierce
blaze of light, which excited and stimulated the
entire society. Thus it came about that at not
unfrequent intervals, when heated by zeal or
blinded by panic, they sallied out, master and
man, like a swarm of angry bees.!

1 Taylor, the Water Poet, | I am writing, gives a graphic
who was in Scotland some fifty | picture of the capital as it was
years after the period of which | in the beginning of the next
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of Ewen M‘Ewen within the memory of people
who were living the other day), though some
carried swords, and others Lochaber-axes. The
Highland Celts, like the Dalesmen, were passion-
ately fond of music. They played on bagpipe
and harp—the harps of the greater bards being
richly decorated with silver and precious stones.
The praise of brave men and brave deeds was
the subject of their songs, which, Buchanan
observes, were “not inelegant.” The caustic
Dunbar, on the other hand, was very hard upon
the Celtic minstrels - —
* The Devil sae devt was with their yell,

That iu the deepest pot of bell,
He sorit them with smoke.™ !

The Catholic bishop naturally commends the
constaney of the Celt to the Catholic faith.
The Bonderers, who long resisted the preachers
(Nurtolk savs sigmificantly that the Humes and
the Kers sided with the Congregation for the
expulston of the French. bat were not inclined
to them tn watters of reliwion), were won over
at last: bdur the new doctrines failed to eross
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and allowed him fifty oaks yearly out of the
royal forests “in Buchan and Kintore.” From
this it would appear that the then earl—one of
the great house of Comyn—had been attacked,
and his district “ harried,” some time before the
final defeat on Aiky Brae sent him an exile to
the English Court. The abundance of the bog-
oak in countries where, through “the penuritie
of wood,” the people burnt peat alone, aston-
ished the writers of the time. “But how has
such great and wide woods ever there grown,
where now by no art or craft of man, will not
s0 much as ane small wand grow (the ground
is 8o barren), we cannot marvel enough.” One
considerable calamity, indeed, is probably con-
nected with the ruin of the forest that stretched
along the eastern seaboard. Large tracts of
arable and pasture land which the wood pro-
tected are now covered with sand. The whole
parish of Forvie, burgh and landward, has been
“ouircassen.” The vast sand-hills of Foveran,
over which one can tramp for hours, were, we
are told, “formerly flowery meadows.” A de-
lightful naturalist, who died only the other day,
has described, with singular vividness, the barren
bents between Spey and Findhorn ; these barren
bents were once the most fertile lands in Moray.
The light flakes have drifted across the chapel
of Pittulie, the tower of Rattray, the church at


















72 The Scotland of Mary Stuart.

called) to the Firth of Cromarty, had monopo-
lised the general trade of the country. The
burgh from an early period had been regarded
with exceptional favour by the Scottish kings.
Many of the charters which secure the priv-
ileges and define the duties of the burgesses,
are of great antiquity; and before the unhappy
strife with England had become chronic under
Bruce and Stuart, several of these trading com-
munities had attained prosperity and import-
ance. A considerable foreign trade had been
attracted, and foreign merchants, chiefly Flem-
ings, had established themselves at the chief
seaports. There was at first no common bond
between the incorporations; but learning in
course of time that union is strength, the prin-
cipal towns formed themselves into trading
confederacies, one of them representing the
northern, the other the southern burghs, as
divided by the “Mounth.” At a later period
the northern and southern leagues united in
what is still known as the Convention of Royal
Burghs.

Fife at that time was probably the most dense-
ly populated county in Scotland ; flourishing
burghs, still picturesque in their decay, were
dotted thickly along its coasts; Buchanan alludes
somewhere to the rich zone of townlets by which
it was girdled ; and the “grey cloth mantle with
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quence full of life. There is a glow on the page.
Easy, simple, unpretentious in tone — garrulous
sometimes as a village gossip — the Archdeacon
fires up, rises into strong, clear, emphatic speech,
whenever any noble deed stirs his imagination or
provokes his sympathy. His cheek flushes and
his pulse throbs. This is the charm of ‘The
Bruce.” It is clear as noonday that this cour-
teous dignitary of the Church, who derives ten
pounds a-year from the customs of Aberdeen,
loves truth and freedom and the right loyally,
and hates whatever is mean, or shabby, or base,
or dishonest. His eye moistens when he re-
cords the woman-like tenderness which his hero
extends to the weak ; and the noble words on
freedom come direct from his heart. The figures
who move on his pages are drawn, moreover,
with individual distinctness and distinction of
outline. His insight into character is really fine,
and he sometimes introduces a slight touch of
rare excellence—so excessively truthful, delicate,
and refined, that it comes on us as a surprise.
One only of these characteristic touches can be
noted here. Bruce, with his own arm, has barred a
narrow pass against a host of enemies, and when

the battle is over, the soldiers crowd round their
leader :—

¢ S8yk wordis spak thai of the king,
And for his hey wndretaking
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and the black - headed gull breeds upon the
shingle.

But the peaceful Prior was only an annalist.
He had a tolerable eye for the picturesque, and
his descriptions are sometimes animated enough ;
but, for the most part, his versified chronicle reads
like an inventory. He was a learned man for his
day, and the shelves of the little island library
must have been tolerably well furnished. He
alludes to many of the medieval poets and philo-
sophers, and he mentions by name the author-
ities from whom he derived his materials—the
Bible, Orosius, Petrus Comestor, Martinus Pol-
onus, ‘“ wytht Ynglis and Scottis storys syne.”
Some of the stories which he relates are suffi-
ciently startling, and he believes implicitly in
the marvels which he records; yet his pains-
taking narrative, especially of events which
happened near his own time, retains a certain
historical value.

Henry the Minstrel once enjoyed a wide popu-
larity. He was the second Homer—not because
of his blindness only. But his ‘Schir William
Wallace' is now wellnigh forgotten. It wants
the poetic salt which keeps Barbour’s poem fresh;
and his hero is a Jack-the-Giant-killer—a myth-
ical slaughterer—who is not believed in out of
the nursery. The Archdeacon of Aberdeen was
a scholar and a politician as well as a poet,
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encouraged commerce, literature, and the arts.
His reign is an oasis in the desert of Scottish
history. It was unfortunately cut short. The
King was assassinated on the night of the 20th
February 1437, in the monastery of the Domini-
can friars at Perth, by a party of conspirators
who were in league with his uncle, the Earl of
Athole. The evening before his death was spent
in the usual way —“ Yn reading of romans, in
syngyng and pypyng, in harpyng, and in other
honest solaces of grete pleasance and disport.”?

If ¢ Christ’s Kirk of the Grene’ was written by
James (it i8 now maintained to be of later date,
by argument which apparently assumes that the
existing poem cannot be a modernised version of
an older work), his vein of humour must have
been of no mean order. The fun, if a little bois-
terous, is genial and hearty, and the poem long
enjoyed a more than local celebrity:—

¢ One likes no language but the Faery Queen,
A 8cot will fight for Christ’s Kirk o’ the Green.”

The ‘King’s Quair, which he dedicates to his
masters, Gower and Chaucer, and in which he

celebrates the attractions of his future consort,
is, however, his best-known work; and, in spite

1 Every lover of poetry is | is based upon the traditional
aware that Rossetti's fine bal- | stories to which this foul mur-
lad, “The King's Tragedy,” | der gave rise.
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“Vision of Judgment,” not Goethe in the
“Faust” prologue—has contrived to surpass;
and we can still figure to ourselves the conster-
nation it must have provoked in precise and
orthodox circles.! 8o William Dunbar never
obtained a benefice, and bhis life wore away in
penury and disappointment. He felt this neglect
keenly,—the seva indignatio hurt him, as it hurt
Swift. The mortified poet grew more bitter as
he grew old; made sharper jests, and put more
gall in his ink. Yet, like Swift, he could love
as cordially as he hated; and he praises those
whom he admires—the reverend Chaucer, the
moral Gower, Barbour, Henrisoun, and the rest
of the Scottish *makaris”—with the ungrudg-
ing warmth of a generous nature.?

Gavin Douglas was the third son of Archi-
bald, Earl of Angus—the famous Bell-the-cat;
and as a scion of the great house of Douglas,

1 ¢ 8cho slepit quhile the morne at noon, and rais airly ;
And to the yettis of hevin fast cam the wife fair,
And by Sanct Petir, in at the yet scho stale prevely ;
God lukit and saw her lattin in, and lewch his hert sair.
And thar, yeris sevin,
8he levit a gud life,
And was our Ladyis hen wife ;
And held Sanct Petir at stryfe,
Ay quhile scho wes in hevin,”
3 The most elaborate and ac- | prepared for the Scottish Text

curate edition of ‘The Poems | Society by the late Mr Small.
of William Dunbar’ is that
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“ He gert his men bryn all Bowchane
Fra end till end, and sparyt nane ;
And heryit then on sic maner
That eftre that weile fifty year,
Men menyt ¢ the Herschip of Bowchaine.’”

The inhabitants were put to the sword. More
than thirty of the clan were beheaded in one
day, and buried together in “the grave of the
headless Comyns.” The great woods of oak
were burned. To this hour the desolation
and nakedness of the district attest the cruel
severity of the punishment that was inflicted.
The name of Comyn was proscribed. Those of
the race who had adhered to Bruce—like the
first Buchan of Achmacoy—were forced to drop
the hated surname. Their possessions were con-
fiscated, and bestowed on the partisans of the
monarchy. So complete was the destruction,
that ““ of a name,” says a chronicle of the age,
“ which numbered at one time three earls and
more than thirty belted knights, there remained
no memorial in the land save the orisons of the
monks of Deer.” Nor were these “orisons”
apparently long continued; for the superior of
their once-favoured abbey was present at the
Parliament held at Cambuskenneth in 1314, and
we learn that he affixed his seal to the celebrated
ordinance then directed against the Comyns.
Thus did the good King Robert triumph over
his enemies,—not unaided, as the Scottish writers
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than once between Douglas and Stuart the Scot-
tish crown itself hung in the balance.

The Black Douglas was of Flemish origin ; but
from the twelfth century Douglasdale had be-
longed to the family, and they were pretty well
acclimatised before William the Hardy — the
father of the good Sir James—died in exile and
captivity at York. The exploits of the good Sir
James, from 1306, when he joined Bruce, to 1330,
when he fell fighting against the Moors, with
Bruce’s heart at his saddle-bow, were transmitted
from bard to bard until the figure of the formid-
able Border chief was wellnigh lost in the mist
of fable. = Than the wild midnight ride with
two hundred horsemen right through the English
camp at Stanhope Park to the tent of the Eng-
lish king, no more romantic and picturesque
adventure is to be found in the picturesque and
romantic annals of the house. The good Sir
James came in for a goodly share of the estates
forfeited by the Comyns and the other great
nobles who sided with Edward, in which he was
succeeded by his brother Archibald, the Regent
of Scotland (who fell in the fatal hollow at Hali-
don), and who could show perhaps a better title,
for he had married Dornagilla, the daughter of
Marjory Baliol, and Black John of Badenoch.!

1 The peerage-writers appear | from unanimous among them-
to be rather uncertain, and far | selves, as to the descent of the
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of Robert IL, the rivalry between Stuart and
Douglas was meantime stayed. His son James,
Earl of Douglas and Mar, was as stout an enemy
of the English as his father had been ; it is of Earl
James that Fordoun writes—mules acerrimus et
Anglis semper infestissimus. He fell at Otter-
burn,—the ghastly battle fought in the moon-
light, which verified the old prophecy that a
dead man should gain a field. He had a brother
who became Earl of Angus, and a sister, Isabel
of Mar, of whom much has been written ;! yet
on his death the earldom of Douglas passed (by
special entail, it is supposed) to Archibald, called
the Grim, another natural son of the good Sir
James. Archibald the Grim was a man of re-
markable capacity, “ surpassing in civil wisdom,
prowess, and hardy enterprise,” and well qualified
to extend by his sagacity, and to maintain by
his sword, the great position of the house. Over
that sword Froissart grew more than usually ani-
mated,— scarcely could another man raise it
from the ground, yet he wielded it with ease.
Such heavy blows he dealt, that, wherever it
reached, it overthrew. Before him the hardiest
of the English army shrank.” The son of
Archibald the Grim was made Duke of Touraine

! See an article by the present | wood’s Magazine for March
writer on “ Lord Crawford and | 1882.
the House of Mar,” in Black-
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served in a rough school; but it had taught
them the lesson which it was designed to teach.
Cohesion had been given to the national life.
A true identity had been established. Patriot-
ism had become a virtue. A vivid sense of
their essential unity pervaded the whole society.
They were *8Scots,”—high and low, rich and
poor, peer and peasant, members of the same
family. The feeling had grown stronger and
decper during centuries of strenuous conflict
with a foe whose resources were vastly superior.
The constant strain had never been relaxed ; no
breathing-space in which to recruit their strength
had been given them ; year after year the miser-
able and exhausting conflict had been renewed.
Up to the thirteenth century the conduct
of the English kings was fairly justifiable. The
advantages of union to either people could not
be overrated. It was obviously a matter of the
first importance that the whole island, from
John o’ Groat’s to the Land’s End, should be
under one ruler. The existence of an alien and
hostile people across the Border was a constant
menace; and the English were naturally in-
clined to maintain, by fair argument or foul,
that neither in law nor in fact did such a people
exist. But the War of Independence should
have opened their eyes. Edward and his suc-
cessors continued to insist on a technical plea;
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dens pen caving been forpocen.  Omre—aa the
Aeath of James the Fifth—t appesred posstde
that a lasting prace might be camented ; bat che
chatws paswsl away, and the * wajohes ™ that
fillowesl drove the nation wild. The customary
strocities were penewed with fresh vigour. No
Englizh king, since Edward, had been hated as
Henry came to be hated.

It has been urged, indeed, that Henrv's
“ rough wooing” was justified by the mendacity
snd treachery of the Scots.  An attentive study
of Sudler's despatches to the English court, and
other contemporary records, tends, I think, to
quulify this judgment,

Nudler had been sent to bring about the mar-
ringe between the infant Mary and the youthful
Kdwad, which waus designed to secure a definite
wid lusting union, It was the early spring of
1483 Jumes the Fifth had died of a broken
honet. nt. Knlkland,—the favourite hunting-seat
of royulty, where was that “ broad-horned species
of stags” which Buchanan describes,—on the
14th of the previous December; the Douglases,
Angus and his brother Sir George, had returned
from thoeir long exile, along with the Lords who
had boen taken at Solway Moss; the widowed
Quoen with her infant daughter was at Linlith-
gow ; the great Cardinal, who had been foiled
in his attempt to secure the office which James
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day” —May 7, 1544 — “the English marched
towards Edinburgh ; first spoiled and then burnt
the toun and the palace of Holyrood hous.
There were few touns and villages within seven
mile of Edinburgh which were not spoiled and
burnt. Thereafter they spoiled and burnt Leith.
When they had consumed both the touns, they
loaded the ships with the spoile.” This is the
Scottish account of the exploit; an English-
man who accompanied the expedition contri-
butes some characteristic touches: “ Finally it
was determined by the said Lord Lieutenant
utterly to ruinate the toun with fire. We con-
tinued burning all that day, and the two days
next ensuing continually, so that neither within
the walls nor in the suburbs was left any one
house unbrent. Also we burnt the Abbey called
Holy Rodehouse, and the palace adjoining to
the same. In the mean time, there came unto
us four thousand of our light horsemen, who
did such exploits in riding and devastating the
country, that within seven miles every way of
Edinburgh they left neither peel, village, nor
house, nor stacks of corn standing unburnt.
After these exploits done at Edinburgh, and all
the country thereabouts devastated, the king’s
lieutenant, thinking the Scots not to be con-
dignly punished, determined not to return with-
out doing them more displeasure. . . . To
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The envoy, in a subsequent letter, was forced
to admit that in spite of ecclesiastical scandals,
and the progress of “ Christ’s word and doctrine”
among the laity, the churchmen were still the
only capable persons in the country to whom
the government could be prudently entrusted.
He had met *a great number of noblemen and
gentlemen that be well given to the verity of
Christ’s word and doctrine, but the noblemen be
young. I see none among them that hath any
such agility of wit, gravity, learning, and experi-
ence to take in hand the direction of things. So
that the King is of force driven to use the bishops
and clergy as ministers of the realm. They be
the men of wit and policy; they be never out
of the King’s ear— who giveth small care to
his affairs, being given to much pleasure and
pastime.” !

The attitude of James was upon the whole
reasonable; and, but for the *trajedies” that
followed his death, a prudent and statesmanlike
measure of reform would probably have been
obtained without undue delay. The Scots were

1 Sadler was a layman who | great offices of state discharged
understood the language of | their duties with discretion and
diplomacy, whereas Barlow, | address, Burlow roundly de-
Henry’s chaplain, was much | clared that the Scottish king
more outspoken and mnaive. | was swrrounded ¢ by the Pope’s
While Sadler admitted that the | pestilent creatures and very
Catholic Bishops who held the | limbs of the devil.”
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immensely relished by a class to which more
serious argument would probably have failed to
appeal. The “Gude and Godly Ballates” are
thus extremely interesting to those who are
anxious to ascertain how the Reformation —
the change of religious opinion among the
masses — was brought about. They are what
we would now call evangelical in their tone,
and the music often recalls the rhythms and
refrains of that negro minstrelsy which recent
revivalism has appropriated. The language in
which they are written is remarkably pure;
I am not acquainted, indeed, with any better
specimens of the idiomatic vigour and liquid
sweetness of the Scots tongue at its best. A
genuine vernacular melody pervades such lines
as these :—

“ O my deir heart, young Jesus sweit,

Prepare thy creddill in my spreit,

And I sall rock thee in my heart,

And never mair from thee depart ; ”—
or these (from the rendering of the 124th
Psalm) :—

“ Like to ane bird tane in a net,
The whilk the fowler for her set,
Sa is our life weel win away.”

They look forward with confidence to a trium-
phant issue,—“ Be mirrie and glad, and be no
more sad, The day of the Lord draws neir,”—
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cal caste. Lindsay’s satire is most trenchant
when it is directed against the indolence of the
priesthood.  “ Sleuthful idilness ” is an injury to
the Commonwealth. “ Qua laboures noeht he
sall not eat,” is the salutary moral which he is
constantly enforcing. Nor was the ignorance
of the clerical teacher less open to observation.
“The ignorance of the times was so great, that
even the priests did think the New Testament
to have been composed by Martin Luther.”
Nor was this ignorance any bar to preferment.
George Crichton, Bishop of Dunkeld, “a man
nobly disposed and a great housekeeper,” is
reported to have thanked God that he knew
neither the Old Testament nor the New, and
“yet had prospered well enough in his day.”
The frivolous subtleties which engaged the atten-
tion of the learned were perhaps even more
symptomatic of the state of mental torpor into
which the Church had fallen. The great Pater-
noster controversy was, we learn, the occasion
of fierce and prolonged debate. Should the
Paternoster be addressed to the saints, or to
(lod only? That was the question. “In the
University the contention ceased not; where-
upon the doctors did assemble to dispute and
decide the question. In that meeting some held
that the Paternoster was said to God formaliter,
aud to saints materialiter ; others, not liking






CHAPTER FIVE
THE EVE OF THE REFORMATION.

DURING the year 1559 the figure of the young

Laird of Lethington becomes brilliantly dis-
tinct ; a flood of light is poured upon him ; we
have thenceforth week by week, sometimes day
by day, the letters written by himself, as well
as constant allusions to him in the letters of his
contemporaries. Previous to 1559 the notices,
on the contrary, are singularly bald and curt;
and we seek in vain for any adequate explana-
tion of the amazing influence which we find him
wielding when he suddenly emerges from almost
total obscurity. We are still, therefore (except
for a few salient facts), in the region of conjec-
ture, and must piece together the scanty mate-
rial at our disposal as best we can.

We have seen that Sir Richard was not an
ardent Reformer, and his attitude to the contro-
versies of the time is not unskilfully defined by
Knox. Wishart, attended by Knox (carrying
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doctrine of popular rights and civil licence with a
characteristic reservation,—the anathema against
the unpopular ruler was to be pronounced by a
prophet of the Lord. “ We cannot forbid our
preachers to reprehend that which the Spirit of
God, speaking in the prophets and apostles, have
reprehended before them. Eliah did personally
reprove Achab and Jesabel of idolatry, of avarice,
murther, and such-like. Isaias called the magis-
trates of Jerusalem, in his time, companions of
thieves, princes of Sodom, bribe-takers, and mur-
therers. Jeremie said, the bones of King Jehoi-
akim should wither with the sun. Christ called
Herod a fox. Paul called the High Priest a
painted wall, and prayed to God that he would
strike him, because, against justice, he com-
manded him to be smitten.”! It may be added
that, among the Reformers, even before Eliza-
beth succeeded to the English throme, the old
enmity to England was dead or dying. Certain
tragic accidents connected with Mary’s mar-

1 Knox resented the imputa-
tion of sedition, but on very
gslender grounds ; and the Queen
gave expression to the general
feeling when she wrote that “it
is not the advancement of the
Word and religion which is
sought at this time, but rather
& pretence to overthrow or al-
ter” the existing Government.

Knox admits that the charge
was generally believed. *For
many (and our brethren of Lo-
thian especially) began to mur-
mur that we sought another
thing than religion, and so
ceased to assist us certain days
after that we were come to
Edinburgh.” — Knox, i. 419,
437.
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which stirred the hearts of stern and ruthless
nobles, but of which Knox writes in his * merri-
est” vein. She had called one of his long-winded
denunciations a ‘pasquil,” and he had never
forgotten the offence. The tortuous intrigues
and politic duplicities of the Minister of Right-
eousness may be forgiven by those who hold
that the end justifies the means; but the sheer
inhumanity which Knox occasionally manifested
hardly, from any point of view, admits of pallia-
tion. The times were rough: it was a wild
society ; yet among all its records: of violence
and crime, no page is more revolting to the
modern student of morals than that on which
the Historian of the Reformation—deliberately,
in cold blood, long after the event—registers his
indecent triumph.

But I anticipate. Some of the incidents of
the eventful year when, in Pitscottie’s phrase,
“began the uproar of religion,” must be more
particularly noticed.
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sort ” had practised their abominations; and
the deserted building came to be regarded not
only with pious dislike but with superstitious
horror. The popular fancy associated the kirk-
yard where the ‘“auld Papists” were buried
with the pranks of hobgoblins and the witches’
midnight revel: to the ploughman hurrying
along after dark with averted eye the place
became ‘‘ uncanny”; and in course of time the
rank growth of thistles and nettles formed a
natural barrier which few cared to cross, Then
came the troopers of Cromwell,—as destructive
in their grim deliberate fashion as Knox’s
passionate vandals; the wind blew, the rain
beat; and now, one comely fragment, now,
another, came down with a crash which startled
the village. This is the history of more than
one of the vast edifices which yet later on, when
the lands round about were enclosed, served as
quarries for the farmers’ dikes ; but if the devout
catholic sentiment, the profound feeling of awe
and reverence which the house of God inspired,.
had not been wantonly disturbed, such a history
could not have been written. Some of the
preachers came to see that they had made an
enormous mistake ; Knox himself confessed, the
year before his death, that the barns and * sheep-
cots "—for they were little better—in which
public worship had been held since the demoli-
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upon the walls of Leith, they became dis-
heartened, their force melted away, and in spite
of a sermon from Knox and an earnest appeal
from Maitland (who had now joined them), they
determined to return to Stirling. They had
ventured some weeks before in a solemn as-
sembly to depose the Regent; Knox had been
called in ; the Old Testament had been ransacked,
and the precedents duly considered. It appeared
that in deposing of princes, God did not always
use His immediate power, but sometimes used
other means which His wisdom thought good
and justice approved. ‘‘As by Asa He removed
Maacha his own mother from honour and author-
ity which before she had brooked ; by Jehu He
destroyed Joram and the whole posterity of
Achab; by diverse others He had deposed from
authority those whom before He had established
by His own word.” This daring act, this deliber-
ate defiance of the sovereign authority, had at
the moment been received with acclamation by
the citizens of Edinburgh: but the citizens of
Edinburgh were as fickle as they were fierce;
and on the sixth of November the discredited
allies left the capital at midnight amid the gibes
and jeers of the inconstant populace. *The dis-
piteful tongues of the wicked railed upon us, call-
ing us traitors and heretics ; every ane provoked
other to cast stanes at us. One cried, ‘ Alas that
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seen (from the Regent’s letter) that during the
autumn months informal communications had
passed between the insurgent Lords and the
English Court. Cecil was eager to take advan-
tage of the opening; but Elizabeth hesitated.
The deposition of sovereigns by their subjects
was not at all to her taste. It might grow dan-
gerous if it became a habit, and the infection
spread. The moderate party in Scotland had
been overborne by the fanatical Calvinistic fac-
tion ; and, constitutionally cautious, she detested
fanaticism nearly as much as she detested Cal-
vinism. The Revolution so far had been the
handiwork of Knox ; and Knox she hated. The
Congregation had shown no capacity for political
organisation ; inflated with spiritual pride, they
had been arrogantly confident in prosperity, and
helplessly incapable in defeat. Were these the
allies on whose firmness and constancy she could
rely,—these “men of butter,” as Alva called
the Reformers? But Cecil was urgent, and
Elizabeth, ‘greater than man, less than wo-
man,” caring for her safety more than for her
scruples, never allowed her feminine antipathies
to override her masculine common-sense. Sad-
ler was the confidant of the English Counecil;
and, with anxious instructions to deal warily, he
was despatched to Berwick to reconnoitre and
report,
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The provisional settlement which had been
arrived at, the interim modus vivend: in politics
and religion, could not possibly have been per-
manent. What the future had in store for
Scotland, supposing that the French king had
lived, we can only conjecture. But all was
changed in a day by the death of the feeble
Francis. The Reformers made “merry” over
the sufferings of Mary Stuart’s husband, as they
had made “merry” over the sufferings of Mary
Stuart’s mother. “Lo! the potent hand of God
from above sends unto us a wonderful and most
joyful deliverance ; for unhappy Francis, husband
to our sovereign, suddenly perisheth of a rotten
ear—that deaf ear that never would hear the
truth of God.” The exultation was premature ;
the merriment was short-lived. The death of
Francis restored the daughter of James the
Fifth to her own people; and for the next ten
years the history of Scotland is the history of
Mary Stuart.
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srhoolgirl serawl, for instance (the characters are
large and round. vet not unlike those with which
we are familiar from her later letters), comes
from Mary herself It was addressed to the
Dowager-Quesn on the oceasion of her first
communion :—

“Mapaw,—I am very glad to have the means
of writing to you my news, being in very great
pain from being so long without hearing any of
yours. Madam, I have heard that the Governor
has put himself at your will, and has restored
into your hands the principal places of the
kingdom, of which I am very glad, and every
day praize our Lord for it; and also that all the
princes and great lords have returned unto you.
I have come to Meudon to Madam, my grand-
mother, in order to keep the feast of Easter,
because she and my uncle—Monsieur the Car-
dinal—wish that I should take the sacrament.
I pray to God very humbly to give me grace,
that I may make a good beginning. I must not
forget to tell you that this bearer has done good
and acceptable service to the king.

“Here, Madam, I will present to you my
humble recommendations to your good favour,
beseeching the Creator to give you in continued
health a very happy life.—Your very humble
and very obedient daughter, Marie.”
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little troop, and you will interrupt our pastime
with your great and grave matters. I pray you,
sir, if you be weary here return home to Edin-
burgh, and keep your gravity and great embas-
sade until the Queen come thither, for, I assure
you, you shall not get her here, nor I kuow
not myself where she is gone. You sce neither
cloth of estate, nor such appearance, that you
may think there is a Queen here, nor I would
not that you should think that I am she at St
Andrews that I was at Edinburgh. Go where
you will,” she added, “ very merry,” “I care no
more for you.”

Sir Francis Knollys, on finding how trouble-
some she could make herself, came to dislike
Mary; but when she first flashed upon him in
her dishevelled beauty and stormy anger—travel-
stained though she was by her long ride after
the Langside panic — the puritanic veteran
warmed into unpremeditated welcome. When
we read the remarkable letters in which he de-
scribes the fugitive Queen, we cease to wonder at
the disquietude of Elizabeth; a glance, a smile,
a few cordial words, from such a woman might
have set all the northern counties in a blaze,
The cold and canny Seot, whom: metaphysical
and theological ardour contrast s curiously with
his frugal evmmom-seuse, could stolidly resist
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the charm ; but the Catholic nobles, the Border
chivalry, would have responded without a day’s
delay to her summons.

“We found her,” Sir Francis wrote to Eliza-
beth, “in her chamber of presence ready to re-
ceive us, when we declared unto her your High-
ness’s sorrowfulness for her lamentable misad-
venture. We found her in her answers to have
an eloquent tongue and a discreet head; and it
seemeth by her doings she hath stout courage
and liberal heart adjoining thereto.” Ten days
afterwards he continued to write in the same
strain. “This lady and princess is a notable
woman. She seemeth to regard no ceremoni-
ous honour besides the acknowledgment of her
estate royal. She showeth a disposition to speak
much, to be bold, to be pleasant, to be very
familiar. She showeth a great desire to be
revenged of her enemies. She shows a readi-
ness to expose herself to all perils in hope of
victory. She desires much to hear of hardiness
and valiancy, commending by name all approved
hardy men of her country, although they be her
enemies ; and she concealeth no cowardice even
in her friends. The thing she most thirsteth
after is victory ; and it secmeth to be indifferent
to her to have her cnemies diminished either by
the sword of her friends, or by the liberal prom-
ises and rewards of her purse, or by division and
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- " ior victory's
tuio her; and

all things seem

vow what is to be

+vss, and whether

to be nourished in

e good to halt and

ilv, I refer to your

- way 18 the most hon-
Months pass away,

-« abate. ¢ She does not
~ing.  Surely she is a rare
attery can lightly abuse her,
~v¢meth to offend her, if she
thereof to be an honest man.”?

- friend, Mr White, was on his

il in the spring of 1569, he

Mary had been removed to Tutbury

that by making a slight detour he

hle to see the woman on whom, in
.version, all eyes were then turned.
jrears to have been a well-meaning but
susybody ; with little feeling of delicacy
ney, and no sense of humour; a dull, but
acurious or unobservant man—to whom
rity indeed is really indebted ; for he con-

3

1 May 29, June 11, August 8, 1568.
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is a riddle I understand not. My Lord of
Shrewsbury is very careful of his charge; but
the Queen outwatches them all, for it is omne
of the clock at least every night ere she go to
bed. The next morning I was up timely, and
viewing the seat of the house, which in my
opinion stands much like Windsor, I espied two
halberd-men without the castle wall searching
underneath the Queen’s bed-chamber window.
And so—waiting an easterly wind—I humbly
take my leave.”!

The scene at Jedburgh in 1566, when for sev-
eral days Mary was in extreme danger, appears
to have softened for the moment the bitterest
animosities. Even wn articulo mortis, as it
seemed, the Queen was composed, courageous,
magnanimous. Twenty years afterwards the
end came,—the scaffold, the block, the sword
of the executioner, the shame of a public death.
So environed, the stoutest heart might have
failed ; but Mary did not falter. * She herself
endured it (as we must all truly say that were
eyewitnesses) with great courage and show of
magnanimity.” Thus Mr Marmaduke Darell on
“this present Thursday ” (February 8, 1587—
the day of her execution) wrote to Mr William

1 26th Feb. 1569.
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more, or whether the cruel injustice, the bitter
persecution (as she regarded it) which clouded
her life, hurt the finer nature which God had
given her, the sequel will show. Only this need
be added,—That for such a woman—a woman
to whom the sense of freedom was as the breath
of her nostrils—no more frightfully inhuman
punishment could have heen devised than eigh-
teen years’ imprisonment. We need not wonder
that Elizabeth’s crowning blunder—the scaffold
at Fotheringay—should have been accepted with
more than stoical calm.

“ A frightfully inhuman punishment;” and
in this we find the conclusive answer to the plea
that the imprisoned Mary, in conspiring against
Elizabeth, was guilty of what Spenser calls “se-
dition.” If Mary during her captivity plotted
against her jailer, who can blame her? Eliza-
beth, with her eyes open, chose to run the risk,
and she should have been ready to accept the
consequences, To take Mary’s life because she
was a danger to the throne may have been pru-
dent and politic ; but to put her to death, because
by every possible means she strove to regain
her freedom, admits of no defence. To assume
that a woman like Mary would willingly consent
to wear her chains was simple infatuation. Eliza-
beth’s astonishment at her guest’s ingratitude
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was childish petulance or ridiculous pretence ;
she knew, or ought to have known, when she
elected to become her keeper, that it was thence-
forth war to the death ; and that in such a con-
test, no weapon of offence or defence would be
left untried.



CHAPTER EIGHT.

THE MINISTER OF MARY STUART.

ETHINGTON’S position on the death of
Francis became one of extreme difficulty.
It was probable that his alliance with the Con-
gregation would be resented by the daughter as
it had been resented by the mother.! He had
deserted the Dowager-Queen ; he had organised
the rebel government; he had plotted with
Elizabeth and Cecil. Could he become the
minister, the confidential minister, of Mary
Stuart ? All these embarrassing questions are
emphasised, are looked at from every possible
point of view, in the letters that he wrote during
the interval between the death of the French
king and the return of Mary.

1That the Queen-Dowager | very lenient, and would re-
should have resented Mait- | ceive the Lords into favour, if
land’s defection with peculiar | they put away young Lething-
bitterness, was quite natural. | ton and others by whom they
‘ Ross, the Scottish herald, re- | had been misled.” — Sadler,
ported that the Dowager was | 15th November 1559.
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blinded all men.” On the other hand, she de-
clined repeatedly and emphatically to ally her-
self with the enemies of the Reformation. All
Scotland north of Dunkeld was at Huntly’s
bidding ; everywhere the Catholic Lords were
ready to join him; and if Mary had accepted
the invitation which was conveyed to her by
Leslie—to land at Aberdeen, and put herself
at the head of the Conservative reaction—it is
possible that she might have swept the ‘Pro-
fessors ” across the Border. My own opinion is,
that without the aid of Elizabeth (and Elizabeth
would hardly have cared to interpose at the
moment,—the French being now fairly out of
the country,’ and her previous venture having
been attended, as she thought, with such in-
different success), there was no force at the
disposal of the Congregation which could have
stayed her advance for a week. But she would
not listen to Leslie. She would have no more
war. She would accept the established order,—
not unreservedly indeed, but in so far as it was
consistent with a prudent, moderate, and con-
ciliatory policy, “ with quietness, peace, and civil
society.”? The hearts of the people were to be

1 Small garrisons, indeed, still | rival she sent them back to
remained at Dunbar and Inch- | France.
keith—it was characteristic of 2 Proclamation of 25th Au-

Mary that directly on her ar- | gust.
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given all past offences, and for the future she
would entirely trust him. She had always ap-
preciated his wisdom and sagacity, and she was
now confident of his affection and fidelity. Here-
after they would deal openly with each other.
He was not to fear what gossips and tale-bearers
might say; such creatures had no credit with
her,—she did not listen to calumny : she judged
her ministers by their actions, and by their zeal
and faithfulness in her service.!

It was not, however, until Mary’s personal
fascination was brought to bear, that Lething-
ton’s doubts and scruples were entirely removed.
The policy of her return continued to be eagerly
canvassed with the English envoy; and Ran-
dolph’s narrative would rather incline us to
believe that up to the last moment Maitland
was desirous that she should be detained abroad.
“I have shown your Honour'’s letters,” he wrote
to Cecil, “unto the Lord James, Lord Morton,
Lord Lethington : they wish, as your Honour
doth, that she might be stayed yet for a space;
and if it were not for their obedience sake, some of
them care not though they never saw her face.”
This is scarcely a fair representation of Mait-
land’s view, which upon the whole was that of

! 29th June 1561, from Paris (French).
3 9th Augnst 1561,
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It was, as Lethington clearly saw, of the first
importance that Mary should be coaxed into
friendliness; yet the English ministers made
themselves and their mistress as unpleasant to
her as they well could. They might be sure
that Mary would never renounce her right to
the English succession; and even if they had
bullied her into ratifying the article which con-
tained the renunciation, what real advantage
would they have gained? A renunciation into
which she had been coerced, any renunciation,
in fact, obtained by fair means or foul, would
not, when the crisis arrived, have been worth
the paper on which it was written. Cecil, Bed-
ford, Throckmorton, were offensively peremp-
tory ;' but Mary’s steady resistance could not
be overcome. She was as deftly courteous as
Lethington himself could have been ; but neither
threat nor entreaty moved her an inch. The
decision must be delayed till she returned to
Scotland ; then she would take the advice of

1 Although they were aware ; of heirs of Elizabeth’s body” is
that Mary’s construction of the | mooted as “a matter secretly
treaty as prejudicial to her | thought of.” See also Moray’s

rights to the English succes-
sion was sound. This is tacitly
admitted by Cecil in his letter
of 14th July to Throckmorton,
when the possibility of an ac-
cord on the footing of admit-
ting Mary’s interest ¢ in default

letter of 6th August to Eliza-
beth, in which he says that
Mary will no doubt “think it
hard, being so nigh of the
blood of England, so to be
made a stranger to it.”
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It is plain that Maitland was profoundly
chagrined by Cecil’s clumsy tactics. Instead
of delicate handling and judicious concession,
there had been either unpardonable blundering,
or deliberate design to make a friendly accord
between the Queens impossible. His own safety
was compromised. “I pray you consider what
danger it is for me to write. Many men’s eyes
look upon me; my familiarity with your realm
is known, and so far misliked that, unless our
Queen be made favourable to England, it shall
be my undoing.”* For him personally this was
bad enough ; but a far more serious danger was
to be apprehended. The peace of the realms
had been compromised. His letter of August
tenth is in this connection extremely instructive.
It is necessary, indeed, to read between the lines ;
for it is in substance, though not in form, a
strong remonstrance against the policy of exas-
peration on which Elizabeth was bent. “I do
also allow your opinion anent the Queen’s jour-
ney to Scotland ; whose coming hither, if she be
enemy to the religion, and so affected towards
your realm as she yet appeareth, shall not fail
to raise wonderful trajedies.” Though there
were many waverers, “yet I doubt not but the
best sort will constantly and stoutly bear out

1 96th February 1561.
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us so dangerous as temporising. Our country-
men’s wits be best upon the sudden, and if
matters be trained in length, then lack of
charges killeth us. I can never change my
opinion that the good intelligence between
the realms can never be put in security unless
by some means the Queen my Sovereign may
be persuaded to enter into it.”! The moods
which these letters disclose are, it must be con-
fessed, somewhat mixed; but the same cannot
be said of that which followed. In the inter-
val Mary’s messenger, Captain Anstruther, had
arrived at Edinburgh, bringing the alarming
intelligence that Elizabeth had practically de-
clared war against her cousin, and that an
English fleet, intended to intercept her, was
cruising off the Northumbrian coast. Lething-
ton’s habitual courtesy to Cecil was sorely tried ;
. the gross and indeed grotesque impolicy of the
proceeding almost took away his breath. His
worst anticipations were to be verified; the
home-coming would now, without fail, raise
“ wonderful trajedies.” What was to be done ?
He wrote to Cecil the morning after Anstruther
had landed: “If two galleys may quietly pass,
I wish the passport had been liberally granted.
To what purpose should you open your pack

1 9th August 1561.
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some more complete estimate of his personal
qualities, of his striking individuality, than I
have yet been able to give, may here be at-
tempted. When this is done, the narrative of
the eventful years that were to follow need not
be again interrupted. Lethington had a good
deal of the magnetic force of his mistress; he
was a man eminently fitted to win and attract;
yet while he was warmly loved by those whom
he loved, he inspired those who disliked and dis-
trusted him with an even keener aversion. When
trying to arrive at some tolerably just conclu-
sions about this remarkable man, we must look
on both sides of the picture,—must weigh the
invective of Knox and Buchanan, as well as the
friendly testimony of Mary and Elizabeth, of
Cecil and Kirkaldy. All of them, indeed, at
one time or other, had expressed their admira-
tion of his political sagacity and administrative
genius ; but the position was so perplexing, and
the governing forces so complex and intricate,
that the parts of the actors were being con-
stantly recast. Out of the same fountain came
sweet water and bitter. The friend of to-day
was the foe to-morrow. We must remember,
besides, that Maitland allied himself with a
cause that failed. Even in her own age there
were men who felt that a smile from Mary on
her scaffold was worth any star or ribbon that
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profit shall the Queen gather of him that has
been (as she knows) so oftentime traitor to her
mother, to herself, to her son, to her brother,
and to her country?”

The charge of inconsistency is a charge which
a statesman is frequently, if not invariably, en-
titled to disregard. The ship which beats up
channel against the wind, now on the one tack,
now on the other, cannot be accused of vacilla-
tion ; though it alters its course, it has still the
same goal in view, and is constantly nearing the
port for which it is bound. On the other hand,
the man who insists on knocking his head against
the stone wall which he cannot cross is stupid,
if not criminal. The perfidies of a selfish time-
server are of course inexcusable; but a states-
man of the first rank must be judged less by his
actions than by his aims. Maitland’s reply to
the accusation of inconsistency would probably
have been that, though he had been allied with
many factions, ““ the mark he constantly shot at”
had never varied; and on the answer to the
question, What was the mark he shot at *—what
were his aims >—our estimate of the honesty or
dishonesty of his political career will ultimately
come to depend. We know, in point of fact, what
Lethington did say. In the correspondence with
Sussex, the pleas which he urged were discussed
in a curiously academic spirit; but (assuming
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during 1570, when the tide of factious feeling
was running high and strong, Buchanan’s real
estimate of Maitland’s character is probably to
be looked for elsewhere. In his History—that
“story of Scotland ” on which he was engaged
at the time (purging it, as he told Cecil, of
“ English lies and Scottish vanity ”)—he praised
the Secretary with unusual warmth. Maitland
had rendered signal service to his country; he
was “a young man of the most consummate
ability, and of great learning.” Richard Banna-
tyne’s Journal, though more honest and less
rhetorical, is even more intemperate than the
‘Chamealeon.” Maitland is the “Mitchell Wylie”?
of Scotland,—the most persuasive and insidious
of political casuists. This sneering Mephistoph-
eles, this evil spirit in human form, is potent
for mischief. As clay in the hands of the potter,
so are Huntly, and Chatelherault, and Grange,
and Hume in the hands of ¢ their great god, the
Secretaire.” “ God confound his malitious and

“This night at evin, about
eleven hours, Captain Melville
came unto Robert Lepreviks's
house and sought him (as he
had done twice before), and
looketh all the house for the
¢ Cameleone,” which the Secre-
taire fearit that he had prentit ;
but he, being warned before,

escapet, and went out of his |

house with sic things as he
feared suld have hurt him gif
they had been gottin.” There
were probably a good many of
these “things,” —as all the
broadsheets aguinst the Queen
and her party came from Lepre-
viks's press,
1 Machiavelli.
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about this potent wizard which turned his ad-
versaries’ weapons and weakened their guard.
He made even the sturdy and unsusceptible
Randolph uneasy; the English envoy looked
forward, for instance, to the conference at Ber-
wick, in which he was to be pitted against him,
with almost ludicrous apprehension. ‘What
is in the Laird of Lethington, your Majesty
knoweth, for his wisdom to conceive, and his wit
to convey, whatsoever his mind is bent unto
to bring to pass. I doubt not but his will is to
press us to the uttermost. To meet with such
a match your Majesty knoweth what wit had
been fit; how far he exceedeth the compass of
one or two heads that can guide a queen and
govern a whole realm alone I—your Majesty may
well think how unfit I am for my part, and how
far he is able to go beyond me. I would that it
were not as I know it to be.”?

Lethington was not only a versatile and many- .
sided man; but we find in him, moreover, a
combination of qualities that are rarely united.
On the one side he is keen, supple, pliant, dex-
terous, adroit; on the other, strong, resolute,
constant, fearless. Brilliant but erratic, was the

! Randolph to Elizabeth, 7th | they shall not find among
Nov. 1564. Randolph writes | themselves so fit & man toserve
elsewhere: “ Whenever Leth- | in this realm” (24th October
ington is taken out of his place, | 1561).
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incisive. And he had a light hand; he did
his work with surprising ease—neatly, cleanly,
promptly, adroitly—without effort and without
strain, A simple gentleman by birth, he was
for many years, like Disraeli, the trusted leader
of the great nobles. Like Disraeli too, like
many politicians similarly gifted, he has been
accused of levity and unconscientiousness. If
we are required to admit that, with a touch of
what would now be called the Bohemian in his
nature, he manifested scant respect for pious
custom and decent convention (though even
this much of positive accusation is barely war-
ranted by any well-ascertained facts), it may
fairly be answered that the frank cynicism of a
Maitland or Disraeli does infinitely less harm to
society than pharisaic cant or sentimental in-
sincerity. The political leader who saps the
morals of the people and debauches the pub-
lic conscience is, in the words of the Poet-
laureate, the *rogue in grain, veneered with
sanctimonious theory,”—the sophist, the shuffler,
and the trickster. There was a wide gulf in-
deed between Maitland and most of the men by
whom he was surrounded. “The Lord James
dealeth according to his nature, rudely, homely,
and bluntly; the Laird of Lethington more
delicately and finely;” ! and the contrast

1 Randolph to Cecil, 24th Oct. 1561.






328 The Minister of Mary Stuart.

During several of the eventful years over
which this history extends, Maitland was the
spokesman of the Scottish people ; and men of
all parties were proud of his wit, his gaiety, his
readiness, his epigrammatic force. He was a
trenchant orator : and his rapidly written letters,
of which many have been preserved, are fresh
and animated. They have a literary flavour
which we seldom find in State papers and pub-
lic despatches; and the illustrations with which
he enforces his arguments are derived from the
most varied sources. ‘I pray you,” he writes
to Cecil with reference to the succession, ¢ that
the Queen’s Majesty may know my opinion, and
this withal : Multa cadunt inter calicem supre-
maque labra. In things uncertain which do
depend a futuro eventu, more frankness may be
used to put our estate in security and quietness.
I think you have heard the apologue of the
philosopher who, for the emperor’s pleasure,
took upon him to make a mule speak. In
many years the like may yet be— either the
mule, the philosopher, or the emperor may die
before the time be fully run out.”* In another
letter he advises his correspondent to read ‘ the
twa former orations of Demosthenes called Olyn-
thiace,” and consider what counsel that wise

1 9th August 1561.
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reassured until he had a letter from him written
with his own hand. “I am not tam cupidus
rerum novarum, that 1 desire any change; and
if my fortune should lead me to England again,
I wish not to have occasion to make any new
acquaintance.” The English minister was not
faultless, and reformation at his age was hardly
to be looked for; but though he did not like
Cecil much, he might like his successor still less !
“ Therefore, however far I mislike you, I wish
you to do well to yourself, and suffer neither the
evil weather nor the evil world to kill you. As
there are in you many good parts which I miss
in myself, so I find in me one great virtue where-
of, for your commodity, I wish you a portion ;
to wit, the common affairs do never so much
trouble me, but that at least I have one merry
hour of the four-and-twenty ; whereas you labour
continually without intermission, nothing con-
sidering that the body, yea, and the mind also,
must sometime have recreation, or else they can-
not long last. Such physic as I do minister for
myself, I appoint for you. Marry! you may per-
haps reply that, as now the world doth go with
me, my body is better disposed to digest such
than yours is (for those that are in love are ever
set upon a merry pin!); yet I take this to be a
most sovereign remedy for all diseases in all per-
sons. You see how I abuse my leisure, and do
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trouble your occupations with matters of so light
moment. It is not for lack of a more grave sub-
ject ; but that I purposely forbear it—not know-
ing in what sort I may touch it and avoid offence.
I will, with better devotion, look for other matter
in your next letter, than for any answer to this
foolish letter of mine—except indeed to be adver-
tised of your convalescence. You can impart
those news to none that will be more glad of
them. Like as, if you will command anything
that lieth in my power conveniently to do, you
will find none, next your son, over whom you
have more authority. And so, after my most
hearty commendations, I take my leave.—From
Edinburgh the last of February 1564,' yours at
command, W. MarrLasp.”

In fine, Maitland’s was one of the governing
minds of the age in which he lived. The num-

! That is, 1565. Lething-
ton’s reckoning was of course
different from curs. The Ju-
Lian style, which was then about
ten days behind the true time,
was universal throughout West-
ern Europe till Pope Gregory
XIIL’s correction of the calen-
dar in 1582; and the change
from 25th March to 1st Jan-
uary (adopted in France in
1564) was not made in Seot-

land till 1609, nor in England
till 1552. The letter which
Lethington dates “the last of
FPebruary 1564, was, according
to our present reckoning, writ-
ten on 11th March 1565. Itis
unnecessary to alter the days of
the months ; but, to avoid con-
fusion, it is best to adhere uni-
formly to 1st January as the

beginning of the year.
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conflict in which he was engaged were moment-
ous and far-reaching. He knew that they were
80; and the spirit in which he worked was
largely affected by the knowledge. ¢ Remem-
ber, the end of this service is not as many other
wars have been; this will serve our posterity ;
and therefore bestow your knowledge and travel.
And though the journey have many difficulties,
yet is it more honerable being hardly obtained.
Fare you well, and speed you.”

END OF VOLUME OXNE.
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